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The Sufficiency of Scripture 
and Women Elders 


The Reformation in general and our Con- 
fession in particular stresses the sufficiency or 
completeness of Holy Scripture. Thus, 


“The whole counsel of God, concerning all 
things necessary for His own glory, man’s 
salvation, faith, and life, is either expressly 
set down in Scripture, or by good and neces- 
sary consequence may be deduced from Scrip- 
ture: unto which nothing at any time is to 
be added, whether by new revelations of the 
Spirit, or traditions of men.” 


In full accord therewith, our Book of Church 
Order declares: 


“Christ, as King, has given to His Church 
officers, oracles, and ordinances; and especial- 
ly has He ordained therein His system of 
doctrine, government, discipline, and worship: 
all of which are either expressly set down in 
Scripture, or .by good and necessary infer- 
ence may be deduced therefrom; and to which 
things He commands that nothing be added, 
and that from them naught be taken away. 


“The exercise of ecclesiastical power, whether 


joint or several, has the divine sanction, when 
in conformity with the statutes enacted by 
Christ, the Lawgiver, and when put forth by 
courts or by officers appointed thereunto in 
His word.” 


Now are these principles being honored in 


the arguments put forward for women elders, © 


or are we assuming there that the voice of some 
leaders, the practice of other communions, or 
the expediency of the hour is the leading of 
the Holy Spirit even though it is not in accord 


with Holy Scripture? If we are using the rea- 


soning that befits James’ pragmatism or Dewey's 
instrumentalism, what is to keep our people 
from using similar reasoning to justify pictures 
and statues as means of worship in contradiction 
to the teaching of our Church on the Second 
Commandment? Or on what basis can we con- 
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demn the Roman Catholics who have used the 
same kind of arguments for their doctrines of 
infallibility of the Pope and the assumption of 
the body of the Virgin into heaven? 


The Holy Scripture sets forth both the gen- 
eral principle or rule of the government of the 
Church by men and the specific assertion there- 
of positively and negatively. First the general 
principle, “But I.would have you know that 
the head of every man is Christ; and the head 
of the woman is the man; and the head of 
Christ is God.” I Cor. 11.3. So also Eph. 


Secondly, the elder is positively set forth in 
Titus and Timothy as “the husband of one 
wife,” “one that ruleth well his own house, 
having his children in subjection with all grav- 
ity,’ Titus 1.6-8: I Tim. 1-7. 


Thirdly, negatively, the Apostle specifically _ 
forbids women to “usurp” or ‘“‘to have author- 
ity over men, i Tim. 2.12, I Cor. 14.34-35. 
The Greek word translated “usurp authority” 
or “have authority” etymologically means one 
who acts on his own authority, so Thayer and 
The Expositors’ Greek New Testament. If on 
mere human authority we put into this office 
those whom God has not authorized us to place 
there, can we continue to say that their actions 
meet the requirements laid down in our Book 
of Church Order for those acts which have the 
Divine sanction, namely, that that be by officers 
appointed THEREUNTO IN HIS WORD, 
par. 19? 


In writing the above we are not denying 
that the Bible richly recognizes women and 
the gifts and callings that God has given them. 
The influence of the Bible has elevated woman- 
hood to the high place she has. We also declare 
that in Christ they have the same access and 
nearness to God by grace through faith which 
the men have. We do not understand that 
this teaching by the Apostle contradicts his other 
teaching of the order God has established for 
the man and the woman in the home and in 
the Church. This matter goes to the root of 
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our recognition of the sufficiency and the au- 


thority of the Word of God which we have ac- | 


cepted as our infallible rule of faith and prac- 
tice. ‘The Word of God is the sole sceptre of 
Christ’s reign in the Church. W.C.R. 


The Sort of Expert Most Needed 


The writer recently came upon the following — 


words of the late Dr. James Denney, expositor, 
theologian, and author of two notable books 
on the death and the atonement of our Lord. 
They were first spoken in lectures at Chicago 
Theological Seminary and later published in 
his book, “Studies in Theology.’ In the forty- 
odd years since, the need of such a reminder 
of the true mission of the church has become 
all the greater, and Dr. Denney’s fine statement 
is peculiarly timely now. In part, it is as follows: 


“People cry out fiercely that the church ought 
to mediate, that the church ought to be on 
the side of the poor and oppressed, and so on. 
The church ought certainly to be on the side 
of justice and mercy; but it needs more than 
sympathy with justice and mercy to decide on 
the merits of a given dispute; it needs an ac- 
curate knowledge of the whole circumstances 
of the case, and that it is impossible and un- 
necessary for the church to have. It is no part 
of my business as a Christian man, or even 
as a Christian minister, and therefore it is no 
part of the business of the church, which is 
the assembly of Christian men, to understand 
mining, docks, engineering, railways, or any 


industry, so as to be able to give sentence in 


cases of dispute. 


“To do that is the work of Christian-men who 
in God’s providence are called to live the Chris- 
tian life under the conditions in question; and 
it should be left for them to do. When repre- 


sentative Christian ministers interpose in eco- 


nomic disputes, in their character as ministers, 
it tends to put the church in a false position 

All life has to be Christianized; but 
the process is to be accomplished, not by drag- 
ging everything under the scrutiny and sentence 
of the church as it exists among us, but by 
sending out into all the departments of life 
men to live and work there in the spirit of 
Christ There were things He refused 
to do; there are things that the church and the 
ministers of the church should refuse in His 
name. We shall speak often of money, if we 


speak as He spoke; but we shall not divide the 
inheritance among rival claimants. We shall 
not assume that because we are Christians we 
are experts in economy or in legislation, or in 
any branch of politics, any more than in science 
or in art. We shall believe that the church 
which cultivates in all its members the spirit 
of humanity, the spirit of liberty, justice, gen- 
erosity, and mercy, will do more for the coming 
of God’s kingdom than if it plunged into the 
thick of every conflict, or offered its mediation 
in every dispute. 


“The church does nothing unless it does the 
deepest things; it does nothing unless it pre- 
vails on sinful men to have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, and to walk 
in love even as He loved us. Let us fix our 
minds on this as the first and supreme interest, 
and everything else will come out in its proper 
place.” 


As these weighty words of Dr. Denney make 
clear, the supreme need in these confused times 
is not for a church expert in sociology and 
statecraft and business ethics and educational 
technique and curriculum, but for a church the 
members of which are expert in the Gospel of 
our salvation and who practice and preach and 


propagate it in all the contacts of their lives. 
W.T.W. 


Arrested Development 
Paul's Plaint Gal. 4:19 


“My Children, I am again undergoing child 
birth (for you) until Christ (and His likeness) 
be (fully) formed in you.” 


When birth has been accomplished the nor- 
mal expectation is for growth; evident, healthy 
growth. The mother weighs the baby daily and 
the father watches and checks the development. 
When Paul failed to find this growth in his 
spiritual children, he declared he is again in 
the throes of child-birth for them. 


Arrested Development! Oh, how many there 
are who have named the name of Christ as their 
Saviour, but who do not evidence growth in 
devotion and active, clear cut, Christian living. 
What has happened to them? 


SUFFOCATION due to Prayerless Worship 


“Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, unuttered 
or expressed | 
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The motion of a hidden fire, that trembles 
in the breast. 


Prayer is the Christian’s VITAL BREATH, 
the Christian’s NATIVE AIR, 


His watchword at the gates of death, he 
enters Heaven with prayer.” 


Not enough fresh, invigorating, tonic, air for 
the soul’s healthy growth. Paul in Ephesians, 
6:18—“Praying always with all prayer and sup- 
plication in the Spirit.” Also in 2d Chron. 7:14 
that royal verse—“If My people, which are 
called by My Name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear from Heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” 


What has happened to the professing Chris- 
tian? His prayer life has withered, has become 
unreal, has been neglected, and the fire within 
is flickering. No wonder the Disciples cried in 
Luke 11:1 “Lord teach us to pray!” 


In Jacob’s Bethel Dream prayer appears as a 
two-way ladder, with angels ascending and de- 
scending. They carry the heart’s cry to God 
and return with the answer: vital, unbroken 
connection. Gen. 28:12-13. The distressing de- 
feat that we see about us displays panting 
Christians, out of breath and weak. Arrested 
Development; Prayerless Worship, Christ not 
being fully formed within them. 


STARVATION due to the Neglected Word 


“My meat (daily food),” says Jesus, “is to 
do the will of Him that sent Me and to finish 
His work.” Obedience to God’s Word is our 
Daily Food. (Jno. 4:34) 


And Peter urges (I Peter 2:2) “As new 
born babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word, 
that ye may grow thereby, if so be that ye have 
tasted that the Lord is gracious.”’ 


Runted Christians, under-nourished, therefore 
thin blood, weak bodies, feeding their spirits 
upon neither milk nor meat. How can they fight 
the good fight of faith? How can they endure 
hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ? How 
quickly they faint and’ fall in the struggle! How 
they misrepresent Our Lord and His Salvation! 


STRANGULATION due to the Choking World 


“And others are they that are sown among 
the thorns. These are thev that heard the Word, 
and the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness 
of riches, and the lust of other things, entering 
in, choke the Word and it becometh unfruit- 
ful.” (Mk. 4:18,19) 


Weymouth translates it thus — “Worldly 
cares and the deceitfulness of wealth and the 
excessive pursuit of other objects, come in and 
stifle the message and it becomes unfruitful.” 
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Christian health and growth are crowded out, 
are choked to death; the competition of “other 
things,” “other objects”; excessively ‘‘pursued”; 
they conquer, they win in the soul. Riches de- 
ceive and defeat, the thorns and the weeds and 
the briars preempt the soil and the strength in 
the heart, and the good seed’s stork turns pale 
and white and there’s no golden grain. Ar- 
rested Development in God’s Garden. , 


“O Lord of life, and love, and Power, how joyful 
life might be 


If in Thy service every hour, we lived and moved 
with Thee, 


If youth in all its zeal and might, by Thee were 
sanctified, 


And manhood found its chief delight, in working 
at Thy side. 


"Tis ne’er too late, while life shall last, a* new life 
to begin: 


‘Tis ne'er too late to leave the past, and break with 
self and sin: 


And we this day, both old and young, would earn- 
estly aspire 


For hearts to nobler purpose strung, and purified 
desire.” 


S.M.G. 
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Slander In Brazil 


By L. NELSON BELL : 


4 


EDITOR’S NOTE: The following article is the first written by Dr. Bell telling of his recent 
investigations in Brazil. He has amassed a large volume of material from which to draw, should — 
further articles be indicated. Dr. Bell traveled over 6,000 miles in Brazil, conferring with mis- 
stonaries and national church leaders from all sections of the country. H.B.D. ) 


A situation has developed in Brazil which is 
of grave importance to the Brazilian Presby- 
terian Church as a whole and particularly to 
the Seminary of the North and the church in 
that area. 


For some time the Christian Beacon has been 
publishing reports of “modernism” in Brazil 
and of the “brave fight’ being waged by Rev. 
Israel Gueiros to maintain a conservative wit- 
ness in that country. Dr. Gueiros has made 
several trips to the United States, the most re- 
cent being this spring. 


The June 28th issue of the Christian Beacon 
tells of the “historic stand which he (Dr. 
Gueiros) is making for the faith,” and openly 
solicits contributions for Dr. Gueiros and his 
work and for a new seminary which he is 
establishing in Recife. 


Believing this agitation to be the dying gasp 
of a discredited and disgraceful movement to 
confuse a stand for true conservative evangelical 
Christianity with a schismatic contentious ortho- 
doxy which knows little of true Christian love 
the writer has, as an entirely private enterprise, 
made a fifteen day trip to Brazil during which 
he has visited the main cities and talked with 
the recognized leaders of Presbyterianism in 
that country. He has consulted with Brazilian 
pastors individually and in groups; he has talked 
with members of the Board of the, Seminary of 
the North; with the dean and faculty members 
of that institution, and with many missionaries 
who are representatives of both the Presbyterian 
Church U.S. and U.S.A. 


After a careful and reasonably thorough in- 
vestigation of the entire situation he would 
state that it is his considered opinion that this 
is the most flagrant case of untrue and unjust 
accusations against Christian brethren and Chris- 
tian institutions that he has ever heard of. 


We yield to no man in our loyalty to the 
historic faith as it has always been interpreted 
by conservative Presbyterianism. Within the 
bounds of our own church (Presbyterian U.S.) 
we have been characterized as “reactionary,” 
etc., etc., because of our insistence on the main- 
taining of the conservative theological position 
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as consistent with biblical theology, with the 
standards of our church and with proven ef- 
fectiveness where preached, taught and lived. 


Because of our known position with reference 
to historic evangelical Christianity, as opposed 
to liberal trends and beliefs which rob both 
the message and its application of spiritual 
power, we are all the more concerned because 
there are those who, in the name of “conserva- 
tive Christianity” are engaging in actions, at- 
titudes and movements which can only discredit 
the cause of Christianity itself. 


The socalled “battle for the faith which cen- 
ters in Recife” is actually a one-man attempt 
to discredit an entire church and institution 
and to cast doubts on the Christian faith of 
Brazilian pastors and teachers and of American 
Presbyterian missionary personnel. 


This is done by the grossest distortion of facts, 
coupled with multiplied misstatements, that the 
writer has ever seen. He could have written 
the entire sentence above in one short three- 
letter word; but, it never looks good in print 
and it is an ugly word to hear. 


At this point it may be profitable to inject 
the observation that despite the statements of 
Dr. Gueiros, Dr. Carl McIntire and the Chris- 
tian Beacon, the Seminary of the North, the 
Presbytery of Pernambuco, the Board of the 
Seminary of the North and the Presbyterian 
missionaries of that area are as conservative a 
group of Christians as we have ever met. They 
stand unequivocally for the truth. 


We do not use the word “conservative” in an 
unfavorable sense. Rather we would state that 
the individuals who make up these different 
groups, and the groups acting as such, come 
more nearly representing what we believe to be 
the historical evangelical Presbyterian position 
than any comparable individuals or groups. we 
have met in the world. 


These individuals and groups are the ones 
under attack, and that attack comes from a 
handful of people who base their action on 
allegations that these people are not ‘worthy of 
Christian confidence and support. Never have 
we heard of a greater travesty in the name of 
“defending the faith.” 
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Six years ago this writer passed through 
Recife on his way to Africa for a hurried visit. 
At that time we heard of the discord which had 
been sown within the Presbyterian Church by 
a recent visit of Dr. Carl McIntire. Into a 
church where neither theological liberalism nor 
modernism was known he had scattered seeds 
of suspicion and raised issues which had no 
relevance to that church or area. 


One prominent Brazilian pastor was deeply 
affected. Prior to that time he had been a prob- 
lem. From that time he became an increasing 
source of discord, openly boasting of his “in- 
tolerance” and seeing in every attitude and 
action of his Christian brethren a tendency to 
deviate from orthodoxy and more and more 
assuming a martyr complex. 


It should be noted that missionaries have no 
official connection with the Brazilian Presby- 
teries and do not even attend their meetings. 
It should also be noted that the Board of the 
Seminary of the North consists of nine men— 
seven Brazilians and one representative (the 
Rev. Dr. Langdon Henderlite), from the Pres- 
byterian Mission, U.S., and one representative 
(the Rev. Dr. Richard Waddell) from _ the 
Presbyterian Mission, U.S.A. 


It should further be noted that after meeting 
and conferring with a large number of Bra- 
zilian Presbyterian ministers we came to the 
conclusion that these men would be _ leaders 
in their Presbyteries if transplanted to the 
United States. They are men of great ability, 
spiritual power and insight, character and _ per- 
sonality, and, they are Presbyterians of the heri- 
tage of Warfield, Hodge, Johnson, Strickler, 
etc. In fact, they are swperior men who are an 
honor to the church in which they have been 
trained and in which they are so ably serving. 


These are the men and this is the church 
under attack by Dr. McIntire, Dr. Gueiros and 
a small group of followers, some of them cer- 
tainly misguided and acting under an impulse 
and in a way they would surely repudiate if 
they knew the facts. 


Dr. Gueiros attributes the failure of the Sem- 
inary six years ago to continue him as a teacher 
to his “fighting for the faith.” After reading 
records from the Seminary and conferring with 
men who had been in close touch with the sit- 
uation throughout the years we do not see how 
he was continued as long as he was. 


He now claims there is ‘“‘modernistic influ- 


ence” in this Seminary. Let the reader judge 


from the following incident and we would urge 
a careful reading of the sequence of events as 


they unfold: 


Some two years ago a new member joined 
the faculty of the Seminary of the North in 
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Recife. (We see no useful purpose in giving 
names because we are here discussing a principle, 
NOT a personality) . 


After a time students in the Seminary com- 
plained to the Dean, a Brazilian, that this pro- 
fessor was teaching destructive critical views 
of the Scriptures. The Dean told the students 
to confine their criticisms to written quotations 


‘from the class room, on which the merits of the 


criticism would be judged. 


Before long, it was obvious that such teaching 
was going on, the students reporting to the 
Dean, to other members of the faculty, and to 
Dr. Langdon Henderlite, missionary member 
of the Board of the Seminary living in Recife. 


A few days later Dr. Henderlite was due to 
go to Sao Paulo on mission business and the 
Dean asked him to confer with Dr. Richard 
Waddell, the other missionary member of the 
Board, residing in Sao Paulo. The Dean made 
it plain to the writer that Dr. Henderlite was 
requested to have this conference, not only 
because of his membership on the Board of 
the Seminary, but also to represent the Sem- 
inary in said conference with Dr. Waddell. 
Prior to this, Dr. Henderlite’s reaction has been 
that the member of the faculty in question 
should be released at the first possible moment. 
On conferring with Dr. Waddell, the reaction 
of Dr. Waddell was identical - that this man 
should leave the Seminary as quickly as arrange- 
ments could be made for him to do so. 


Soon after this, the Dean (a Brazilian), also 
was in Sao Paulo on business for the Brazilian 
Presbyterian Church. He, too, conferred with 
Dr. Waddell and told him the faculty was also 
of the unanimous opinion that this man should 
leave. 


The Board of Directors of the Seminary took 
unanimous action to effect the dismissal of the 
professor in question. It should be noted that 
this Board is responsible directly to the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Brazil, 
but they also notified the Synod of their action 
and the Synod voted to concur in and approve 
of said action. Dr. Gueiros was a member of 
this Synod and did not say one word but voted 
to approve the action of the Board. 


While the faculty of the Seminary had no 
power to act they had, with the Dean, in private 
conversations agreed unanimously that the pro- 
fessor in question should leave. During the in- 


. terval between these decisions and the termina- 


tion of his contract four months later he was 
assigned other subjects to teach and a close 
check was made on his teaching. During that 
period there was no cause for complaint. 


From the above, we see that the Seminary 
which is accused of harboring ‘‘modernistic 
influences” got rid of a liberal professor with 
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the unanimous approval of the faculty, the active 
cooperation of the Dean, the .unanimous action 
of the Board, the approval of the synod and 
the confirmation of the Executive Committee of 
the General Assembly. | 
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If a seminary like the Seminary of the North 
is harboring ‘‘modernistic influences,” then all 
the writer has to say is - may God give us many 
similar seminaries in America! We can_ use 
them. 


But, Dr. Israel -Gueiros has been busy in 
America trying to raise thirty thousand dollars 
to start a new seminary in Recife, one to 
“defend the faith’ and to be “true to the Bible.” 
In light of the actual conditions in Recife it 
is our considered judgment that there could 
not be a greater travesty in the name of promot- 
ing Christianity. 


How well the campaign has succeeded we do 
not know. That such a seminary will be sup- 
ported only by the schismatic and independent 
groups in Brazil is certain. That it will con- 
tinue to sow discord, if eventually organized, is 
also a certainty. One Brazilian pastor said to 
the writer: “Stop American dollars from flow- 
ing into this project and it will dry up and 
wither, very quickly.” 

In conclusion, it should be clearly stated 
that the writer did not take this trip to Brazil 
because he is a member of the Board of World 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S. However, he is a:member of that Board 
which has been characterized as ‘‘modernistic’”’ 
by Dr. Gueiros. He went to Brazil because of 
this blatant attack on our Missions, our mis- 
sionaries and on our Christian brethren of the 
Brazilian Presbyterian Church. He went be- 
cause he believes such actions, attacks and move- 
ments do irreparable harm to the cause of a 
true witness for the evangelical Christian faith, 
a witness which is desperately needed where 
liberalism and modernism are actually to be 
found. 


As for Brazil, we would categorically state 
that our missionaries, the Presbyterian Mis- 
sions, the Brazilian Presbyterian Church and 
its institutions are unequivocally worthy of our 
fullest support. 


Brethren, pray, for this situation; that out of 
it God may cause even the wrath of man to 
praise Him. 


After writing the above in Rio, and reviewing 
the copious notes made while interviewing a 
large number of individuals, and, after consider- 
ing this trip in retrospect we feel that we have 
been restrained and reserved to a degree which 
cannot be warranted by the facts. 


Also, we have now read two subsequent issues 
of the Christian Beacon. We simply cannot 
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understand how the situation in Brazil can be 
so persistently misrepresented. 


Spiritual vigilance and a forthright stand for 
those things which are basic in the Christian 
faith have never been needed more than they 
are needed today. We have no illusions as 
to the unbelief and compromise to be found 
currently in many places in Protestantism. 


But, here we have the Christian Beacon and 
a few individuals, attacking as theologically un- 
sound a group of Christians as conservative as 
are to be found in any place in the world. 


Such a deliberate campaign of slander and 
falsehoods must be exposed for what it really is. 


This is a beginning. Next week we will cite 
specific incidents. 


The Missionary’s Self-Respect 
By George S. Lauderdale 


One of the things which makes hell’s anguish 
great is remorse. Constant regret is making 
many men and women miserable during their 
days on earth also, but God shows us in the 
Bible that by His grace we can be rightly proud 
of ourselves! Jesus Christ died to remove our 
guilt, and has sent His Spirit into the world 
that we might work with Him to put our talents 
to the greatest possible use. Remorse and regret 
are of the devil; witnesses for Jesus Christ can 
say with the confidence of Paul: “TI have there- 
fore whereof I may glory through Jesus Christ 
in those things which pertain to God.”” Romans 


All men want attention, from childhood ab- 
horring the idea of being ignored or regarded 
as unworthy. Little ones do not have to be 
taught to show off, and plenty of older persons 
have but one goal in their speech, to be con- 
sidered clever. 


Listen: what man’s soul craves is the ap- 
proval of God, and this the gospel of Christ 
freely offers him. Faith in Jesus Christ elevates 
the believer to the rank of a son of God; faith- 
ful service in obedience to Christ in making His 
saving gras known to all the world brings to 
the human*heart such assurance of divine favor 
that feelings of insecurity, uselessness, and guilt 
vanish. 


CHRIST THE ANSWER FOR YOU 


Are you one of those unfortunate souls who 
want so desperately to be noticed that you will 
describe your sicknesses to anybody you can 
corner? Have you ever tried listening to Jesus 
Christ? _—‘ First, He will assure you that He 
knows and is concerned about you, and does not 
get bored as vou lay bare your sins and disap- 
pointments before Him. “Trust in him at 
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all times; ye people, pour out your heart before 
him: God is a refuge for us.” Psalm 62:8. 
Jesus says, “Come unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me '. and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls.” Matthew 
11:28,29. 


A second thing Christ will do for you is give 
you useful employment which you consciously 
long for as much as for sympathy. His blood 
purges the conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God, as the inspired record has it in 
Hebrews 9:14. Self-respect is just around the 
corner for each person who believes on Christ 
for forgiveness and obeys this Word: ‘Work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 
for it is God which worketh in you both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure.” Philippians 
2:12,13. 


LET CHRIST USE YOU 


The Holy Spirit entemples Himself in the 
bodies of saints to use their brains, feet, and 
tongues to preach the gospel to every creature 
under heaven. What a joy it is to labor daily 
with Him! It is little wonder that those who 
will not participate in God’s global search for 
souls are gripped by feelings of frustration, des- 
pair, futility. ‘The backslider in heart shall 
be filled with his own ways: and a good man 
shall be satisfied from himself.” Proverbs 14:14. 


God gives His co-laborers independence. They 
do not fear to come to the light and have their 
deeds made known, since these are wrought in 
God. Because God is free of spirit, well-pleased 
with all He does, His children get this same 
attitude of inner pleasure from their attain- 
ments in His Name. 


JUSTIFIED PRIDE THROUGH CHRIST 


Although he earned them when he rescued 
Lot, Abraham refused the battle spoils offered 
him by the king of Sodom, lest he should sav 
that he had made Abraham rich. Paul deserved 
pay for his preaching, but turned it down with 
these words, “‘For it were better for me to die, 
than that any man should make my glorying 
void.”” 1 Corinthians 9:15. This same man of 
God would not dare speak of those things which 
Christ had not done by Him in saving the souls 
of the Gentiles: “Yea, so have I strived to preach 
the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I 
should build upon another man’s foundation.” 
Romans 15:20. 


Think of Paul’s black past. If any man were 
ever tempted to give in to remorse and not try 
to serve God, lock himself away from needy 
humanity and waste his days in cowardly self- 
pity, Paul was he. But God made this man one 
of Jesus Christ’s mightiest missionaries! Paul 
made full proof of his ministry, was able to cite 


PAGE 8 


whole congregations of transformed sinners as 
the seal of his apostleship in the Lord, and 
before his “departure,” as he delighted to term 
death, the king of terrors, he stated with assur- 
ance, “I have fought a good fight, I have fin- 
ished my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth 


there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 


ness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day.” 2 Timothy 4:7,8. 


ANGLERS 


By Wade C. Smith 
Lesson No. 152 


More About Grouping for Personal Work 


There will doubtless be many situations in 
which one must humiliate himself to approach 
acceptably his prospect - not in any way to com- 
promise his own convictions, but to exercise 
that humility in which the Lord Jesus has set 
the example. It might very properly involve 
the confession of sin on the part of the worker. 
Surely no Christian could think himself above 
it! And it opens up a sympathetic contact with 
the poor sinner being sought. This is always 
one sure best way to approach a prospect, if 
you can show by God’s Word the way to be for- 
given and The Way to overcome sin. 


Prospects should be assigned, to be interviewed 
and reporied upon. ‘To provide for these re- 
ports and accept new assignments, the group 
should meet once a week, if possible — not less 
often than once every two weeks. (Remember, 
this is an all-year-round program; during a 
revival meeting the group should meet once a 
day). This will involve sacrifice; but Sacrifice 
to this end was begun at Calvary! and it was 
for you as much as for anyone; don’t forget 
that. A way will be worked out if the matter 
is laid before the Lord in prayer; it is the Lord’s 
business and He makes it possible as we look 
to Him for guidance. 


The reports made to the group on the inter- 
views with prospects will be exceedingly inter- 
esting, and often illuminating. A man who 
had never in his life talked to one about his 
soul, came to the group meeting one night and 
told of going to his neighbor to invite him to 
the church service that night, praying as he 
went that the Holy Spirit would bless the effort 
to the man’s salvation. The man’s wife met 


him at the door and said that her husband was 


in the bathroom shaving. Her husband heard 
the conversation and came out with his face 
covered with lather, but received the invitation 
graciously and agreed to come. He did come, 
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and when the invitation was given, a clean- 
shaven man, but a poor sinner, walked up to 
the pulpit and made his profession. One in- 
teresting feature of this personal work business 
is that something different is always taking 
place. There are surprises at almost every turn, 
mostly happy ones. 


Each report to the group meeting of a visitor's 
experience stimulates to further effort, even 
though the report seems to indicate failure. A 
man got up at the group meeting one night 
when reports were called for, and made a con- 
fession. He said, “Men, I started out to see my 
prospect this morning and I got cold feet and 
turned back. I’m ashamed of it, and by the 
grace of God I’m going through with it to- 
morrow!”’ Encouraged by this, two others made 
a similar confession and a similar resolution. 
All three of them saw and interviewed their 
prospects next day. 


If a prospect has been won, the next step is 
to get him in touch with the pastor and follow 
the matter close up until the convert has been 
before the session (or proper board) and before 
the congregation in a public profession of his 
faith in Christ. Further steps for this new 
member will be suggested in a later lesson, but 
it may be found desirable to start him to work 
in your group. 


New Assignment of prospects should be made 
at each group meeting. Sometimes the same 
assignments re-committed, if it appears desirable 
- after prayer. Always prayer. A former assign- 
ment under the solicited guidance of the Holy 
Spirit may be transferred to new hands, or ex- 
changed. The point is to keep these prospects 
in live hands and not allow them to become 
shelved or forgotten. Every worker, as he goes 
about his task, will be discovering new prospects 
(Lesson No. 142 gave an instance of this). Make 
a note of the new prospect’s name and address 
and turn it in at the next group meeting. Of 
course this does not mean that a soul winner 
is not at liberty to approach any one at any 
time whom he regards as a prospect. It is 


merely to systematize the work so that all pros- | 


pects may be “covered.”’ It is conceivable that 
the group would be so active in discovering new 
prospects’ names that it would be necessary to 
refer some of them to the pastor for distribu- 
tion in other groups. 


The Census Method of securing prospects 
has been in vogue for a number of years with 
more or less satisfactory results, several denom- 
inations taking part at the same time and divid- 
ing the lists according to denominational pref- 
erences; but some have found it better for a 
single congregation to canvass its own prospect 
territory. 


(More about Group Work in next lesson) 


AUGUST 15, 1956 


Are you satisfied 
with your Will? 


H AVE you omitted something, or someone? 


Is there one bequest you intended to make... 
but didn’t? 


Do you think you should leave a part of your 


possessions to further the cause of the Master? 


By including the Board of World Missions in 


your will, you can provide for the continuous 
advancement of Christianity throughout the 
world. Many such bequests have been re 
of Foreign Missions. 


In drawing or revising your will consult a 
good lawyer. We will be glad to supply any 
information desired as to the form of bequest 
or the use of your legacy. Address 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
Boarp OF WORLD Missions 
Duccdiieinne CHURCH IN THE UNITEO STATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
“To Forergu Mrsstons a Share” 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 


in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, August 26, II Chronicles 34:9-13. 
Josiah was one of the best kings Judah ever 
had (vv.1-2). Trace the steps of his reform 
movement in his eighth (v.3), twelfth (vv. 
3b-7), and eighteenth (vv.8-13) years in chap- 
ter 34. Is it a sign of progress when the House 
of God is repaired and rebuilt (vv.9-13) ? How- 
ever, even more important, was the discovery 
of the Word of God (vv.14-18), its reading 
(vv.18,29-30) , and the effect of its reading on 
the people (vv.19-21,31-33). Josiah humbled 
himself at the reading of the Word (v.19) be- 
cause his heart was seeking the Lord (vv.2-3). 
As he matured and continued to seek God, God 
revealed more of Himself to him. The climax 
came in vv.31-33, when the whole land turned 
back to God. Unless the Word of God brings 
about repentance in the heart of the people 
of America, the present advance in church in- 
terest in our country will be a sham. 

Monday, August 27, I Chronicles 28: 
Throughout his reign it was upon i 
heart to build a temple to the Lord (v.2). 
was Sslomon, however, whom God chose 


this task (vv.3,5-6). To what extent did David | 


give the plans for the temple Solomon was to 
build (vv.11-19)? To what extent did David 
provide the raw materials (29:2)? the necessary 
finances (29:3-9)? the needed personnel (28: 
21)? What spiritual advice did David give 
his son (28:9-10,20)? One of the factors that 


might have caused Solomon later to fall away | 


from God was the over-indulgence of his 
father. What damage can a parent do, however 
_ sincere and devout he may be, when he over- 
indulges or over-protects his children, so that 
they never learn the meaning of hard work or 
how to depend on the Lord for themselves? 
Tuesday, August 28, Luke 12:22-34. Contrast 
the context of Luke 12:22-34 with a similar 
passage found in Matthew 6:25-34. What pre- 
cedes each passage? Were the Matthew and 


Lukian accounts given on different occasions? | 


Is the point of each passage the same? Are 
the same arguments developed? How is the 
attitude of the Christian contrasted to that of 
other peoples of earth toward material things 
(Luke 12:29-31)? Do any of God’s other crea- 
tures fret and worry about physical needs 
(vv.24-28)? Perhaps one reason Jesus used 
this material on a number of occasions was that 
He knew what a universal and powerful tempta- 
tion anxiety over material things could be. 
Where the Christian lays up his treasure, there 
his heart is also (vv.33-34). Where is your 
treasure? 

Wednesday, August 29, Luke 19:12-17. The 
following questions should be applied, con- 
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sciously or unconsciously, to every narrative 
portion of Scripture we study. Apply these 
—— to today’s passage and see if you can 
iscover any new insights into the story. To 
whom is the story told? Where does the action 
take place? When does the action take place? 
Who are the characters involved? What do 
they do? Why do they act as they do? (Do not 
neglect this last question.) Now sum up in 
your own words the truth you believe Jesus 
is trying to communicate to His_ listeners 
through this story. In what practical, specific 
ways can you apply this truth to your life today? 


Thursday, August 30, Luke 9:23-27. The 
servant walks in the footsteps of his master 
(v.23). After the disciples have recognized 
Him as the Messiah (v.20), Jesus points toward 
the cross (v.22). He also points out the con- 
ditions of discipleship (vv.23-26). ‘Verses 25-27 
shed light on the meaning of denying one’s self 
and taking up one’s cross (vv.23-24). Who- 
ever would follow Christ must be willing to 
die to those things of the world that bring 
fame and acclaim (v.25) and openly confess 
and follow Christ before men (v.26). It in- 
volves putting first the things of the Kingdom 
(v.27). Does working for and looking to the 
coming of the Kingdom have uppermost place 
in your life? 

Friday, August 31, John 6:25-35. Shortly 
after Jesus had fed the five thousand (vv.5-14) , 
the Jews attempted to make Him their king 
(v.15). Jesus withdrew from them (v.15b) but 
the crowd continued to seek Him (v.24). What 
motivation did Jesus attach to the crowd for 
seeking Him (vv.26-27)? In reading the fol- 
lowing conversation (vv.27-66) remember that 
Jesus is trying to separate the “rice” Christians 
from those who were truly seeking spiritual 
enlightenment. How did He do this (vv.35, 
41,48-51,53)? How did the Jews react (vv.42, 
52,60,65) 2? What else did Jesus teach about 
Himself (vv.39-40,62-63) ? How did the twelve 
react (vv.67-69)? Had they come to the point 
where they were concerned for spiritual things? 


How much of your service to the church do you | 


perform for some gain that comes back to you 
from it? 


Saturday, September 1, Romans 14:7-12. God 
is the Christian’s only judge (vv. 10-12), and 
no material thing in itself is evil (v.14). A 
Christian, however, does not live apart from 
others (v.7). What standard, therefore, does 
Paul give the Christian for determining what 
practices he should engage in (v.13)? What 
should our attitude be toward those who differ 
with us on Sabbath observances or certain 
worldly practices (vv.1-4)? What should mo- 
tivate the decisions we make for ourselves on 
these matters (vv.6-8)? Is there some practice 
or attitude in your life that is making another 
Christian stumble? Do you consciously seek 
to honor the Lord in all that you do? 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR AUGUST 26 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Strength Through Trial 


Background Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11; James 1 


Devotional: Ephesians 6:10-20 


I was reading an interesting article the other day about “The World’s Strongest Man,” and I 
found that he had built up his strength from his youth by lifting heavier and heavier things. The 
strongest Christian is not the one who has never had any trials or temptations, but the one who 
by the grace and power of God has overcome, and is “more than conqueror” through Christ. In 
the Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia there is a constant refrain, “To him that overcometh.” 


Our Devotional Reading is the familiar ex- 


hortation of Paul to “be strong in the Lord and 
in the power of his might.” The strength to 
stand trials, either in the form of temptations, 
or of affliction and persecution, is found “in 
the Lord.”” The man who trusts in his own wis- 
dom or power will be overcome. So Paul tells 
us to “put on the whole armour of God.” Our 
adversaries are powerful. The “wiles of the 
devil” are too much for mere human wisdom. 


He is an exceedingly cunning enemy. He knows 


how to tempt, to worry and vex us, to make 
life almost unbearable, as he did in the case of 
Job. We are wrestling with world rulers of 
the darkness of this world. We hear much in 
our day about the well-organized hordes of 
criminals of the worst type who prey upon so- 
ciety. I have been reading lately about the 
vicious Narcotics Ring which is doing its utmost 
to ruin the youth of our land. I could mention 
others like the Whiskey and Beer Rings and 
the White Slave traffic. Paul used the right 
words when, under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, he describes them in these verses. 


To meet such temptations and trials we must 
have supernatural power; the “power of His 
might.’”” We will have to be clothed in the 
whole armour of God. We need truth and right- 
eousness and the gospel of peace, the shield of 
faith, the helmet of salvation and the sword 
of the Spirit. Every part of our body, mind, 
and soul must be protected, and we must have 
offensive weapons also, like the Sword of the 
Spirit. 


Each piece must be “put on with prayer.” 


We will have to be on the alert, watching with 
all perseverance and prayer. Living in _ this 
world is dangerous, both physically and spirit- 
ually. We will require all the grace and strength 
that God can give, simply to live, my brother; 


simply to live. If we are to live victoriously, 


be “more than conquerors,” we will have to 
stand in the strength of the Lord God. 


AUGUST 15, 1956 


I. Temptations of Jesus: Matthew 4:1-11. 


“Tempted in all points like as we are, yet 
without sin,” says the writer of Hebrews. In 
this way He becomes the very High Priest that 
we need when we have to face our temptations. 
He is able to succor those that are tempted. 
He knows how to sympathize with us and help 
us. 


These are sample temptations. Satan leaves 
Him “for a season.” TI feel that there were 
more of these temptations, even while He was 
in the wilderness. Later we know that the devil 
used Peter to suggest another, and Jesus rebuked 
that disciple, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: 
thou art an offence unto me : for thou savourest 
not the things that be of God, but those that 
be of men. Perhaps when He spent all night 
in prayer, He was wrestling with temptation. 


The first one given by Matthew would seem 
to be a temptation to doubt His father’s care, 
or to use His supernatural power as the Son of 
God for his own preservation. He answers the 
tempter by quoting from Deuteronomy 8:3: 
“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 


every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 


God.” 


It was a swift thrust of the Sword of the 
Spirit, the Word of God. This is the same 
Sword that we have. If we have an arm to 
wield it and the skill to use it, as Bunyan so 
aptly words it, this Sword will enable us to 
conquer too. I was reading just today some 
instances where the verse in Proverbs, “My son, 
if sinners entice thee, consent thou not,” had ~ 
been the means of keeping several young people 
from yielding to subtle suggestions of the devil. 


The second temptation seems to be the other 
extreme, presumption. The Israelites com- 
mitted both on the border of the land of prom- 
ise. First there was unbelief, then they pre- 
sumed to go up alone and were defeated. The 
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devil takes Him to the Holy City, and setteth 
Him on a pinnacle of the Temple, and said to 
Him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself 
down, for it is written, He shall give his angels 
charge concerning thee: and in their hands they 
shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash 
thy foot against a stone. 
another thrust of the Sword: It is written again, 
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. I 
think a good illustration of presumption is 
found today in the case of those who handle 
poisonous snakes to prove that they have a su- 
perior sort of religion. It is one thing to trust 
God when we are in the path of duty. It is 
an entirely different matter to needlessly and 
foolishly risk our lives. If I rush out in front 
of a car to snatch a child from certain death, 
I might trust God to save me, but if I throw 
myself in front of a car to prove that God will 
take care of me, then I am presuming upon 
His promises and have no right to expect His 
protection. 


The third temptation would seem to be in 
the form of Disloyalty; to turn traitor to His 
Father in heaven. The devil takes Him up into 
an exceeding high mountain and shows Him 
all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of 
them, and says, All these will I give thee, if 
thou wilt fall down and worship me. God, in 
the second Psalm, had promised Christ the king- 
dom. He was to obtain it, however, by the way 
of the cross. Here Satan suggests a much easier 
way. Just change allegiance; submit to the 
devil, the god of this world, who has the world 

“in his lap,” so to speak, and the world will 
be His. Jesus scorns the traitorous suggestion, 
by commanding, Get thee hence, Satan; for 
it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and Him only shalt thou serve. Then the 
devil leaves Him and angels came and ministered 
to Him. 


We learn from this “Battle in the Wilderness” 
a great deal about our Saviour, and we also 
learn how to meet our own temptations. If 
we know our Bibles, we can have an answer to 
all the evil suggestions of the tempter. The 
Word of God and Prayer form a strong com- 
bination of weapons. 


II. What James Says About Trials and 
_Temptations: James 1. 


The word means to make trial of, to test, to 
tempt, and the context will show which of these 
apply in a particular case. Satan tempts us, 
and our sinful nature is a fruitful source of 
temptation. God tests His children as He made 
trial of Abraham when He commanded him to 
sacrifice Isaac. God sometimes allows Satan to 
make trial of us, even as he allowed him in the 
case of Job. God never tempts to evil: “Let no 
man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of 


God : for God cannot be tempted with evil, | 


neither tempteth he any man : But every man 
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Jesus answers by 


_wonderful promise: 


is tempted, when is drawn away of his own lust, 
and enticed.” If we keep these differences in 
meaning in mind, it will help us understand 
this chapter. 

“Count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations” (or trials). Our trials do not 
seem a source of joy, either in the form of af- 
fliction or of temptation. These things are a 
test of our faith, and a faith that stands the 
test, leads to greater growth in grace. One 
result is patience, or steadfastness. The tree 
that is out in the open where the wind and 
rain beat upon it, will strike its roots deeper 
into the earth than the sheltered tree. So it is 
with the man or woman who is in the midst of 
trials. Patience leads to a full grown character. 


It takes a heavenly wisdom to understand this. 
We get this wisdom from God. Verse five is a 
“If any of you lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God, who giveth to all men lib- 
erally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given 
him.” Claiming this promise, none of us need 
to be ignorant or foolish. Many of us show lit- 
tle wisdom when it comes to our trials and 
temptations. We cannot see their value unless 
we have been taught of God. James and Peter 
and Paul all try to teach us the meaning and 
worth of trials. 


Our trials may be in the form of poverty, and 
we are tempted to envy the rich. James reverses 
this and tells us that we should rejoice in our 
“low degree.” Jesus teaches the same truth in 
the Beatitudes. The rich man will “fade away,” 
but the man who endures temptations will re- 
ceive a crown of life. Let us be “rich toward 
God” and not be too worried or anxious about 
the wealth of this world. 


Let us beware of the temptations which come 
from within, and if not resisted and overcome, 
will result in sin and death. We have the prom- 
ise; God is faithful, who will not suffer us to 
be tempted above that we are able, but will, 
with the temptation, provide a way of escape. 
Paul, in describing the struggle which he had 
with the “flesh,” exclaims, Who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death? He answers, 
“T thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
He Who conquered in the wilderness, will en- 
able us to be “more than conquerors through 
Him that loved us.” 

God is willing to bestow every good and per- 
fect gift. He will give us the strength we need 
to meet temptation. James wants us to practice 
our religion; be doers of the Word, and not 
hearers only. His definition of “pure religion 
and undefiled” is a practical way of looking at 


it. It is a partial definition, part of the fruit 


which comes from deep roots. Pure religion 
and undefiled is to visit the fatherless and 


widows in their affliction, and keep himself un- 


spotted trom the world. To do this we must 
grow strong by overcoming temptations and 
trials. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


‘ 


A 
} 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 26 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Gan You “Win” Salvation? 


Suggested Devotional Outline: 


Hymn: “Come, Thou Fount Of Every 
Blessing” 


Prayer 
Scripture: Romans 5:1-10 
Hymn: “There Is A Green Hill Far Away” 


Offering 
Hymn: “Alas! And Did My Saviour Bleed” 


Program Leader: 

Can you win Salvation? The word “salvation” 
suggests that something is done for us. It sug- 
gests a Saviour. When we speak of Salvation 
we have in mind a deliverance from sin and 
death unto eternal life with God. When we 
speak of Salvation we think of the One whom 
we call Saviour, Jesus Christ. The Salvation of 
which we speak is brought to us by Christ, our 
Saviour. It is very obvious that we do not 
save ourselves. Christ saves us. The question 
now is this: Is there anything we can do to 
earn or merit the Salvation of Christ? 


First Speaker: | 

The first problem every person faces is the 
problem of sin and its consequences. The Bible 
says, “The wages of sin is death.” Rom. 6:23. 
We may not be able to win Salvation, but we 
can win death. Spiritual death is what we re- 
ceive in payment for being sinners. In another 
place the Bible speaks of our being “dead in 
trespasses and sins.” Ephesians 2:1. It seems 
very unlikely that we could win pardon of our 
sins, if we are already spiritually dead because 


of them. 


As a matter of fact, we do not win forgive- 
ness. God freely pardons all who come to Him 
through faith in Christ. We cannot earn par- 
don, but Christ earned it for us when He died 
in our place. The Scripture explains it in these 
words, “When we were yet without strength, in 
due time Christ died for the ungodly.” Romans 
5:6. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” I John 1:9. 


Second Speaker: 

Salvation has a negative and a positive side. 
We are saved from sin and its punishment. We 
are saved to everlasting life. We have already 
discovered that there is nothing we can do to 
merit forgiveness of our sins. We are freely par- 
doned by God for the sake of Christ who suf- 
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fered in our stead. Is there anything we can 
do to earn or win eternal blessedness with God? 


The Sedipeure says, ‘“The gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 
6:23. If this eternal life is a gift, then it is 
not something we win but something which is 
freely given to us. The eternal life which we 
have is not our own. It is the life which Christ 
has given us. Jesus said, “Because I live, ye 
shall live also.” John 14:19. Paul explained 
it this way: “I am crucified with Christ: never- 
theless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave Himself for me.” Galatians 2:20. 


Third Speaker: 

Some people, who readily recognize that we 
cannot win forgiveness and life, still maintain 
that we have a part in winning salvation through 
our faith. The Bible teaches very definitely that 
we are saved by believing. “He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that 
believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.” John 3:36. 


It is very clear that belief in Christ makes 
the difference between life and death — be- 
tween Salvation and destruction, but is it to 
our credit that we believe? Can we say that 
we have a part in winning Salvation because 
of our faith? The Bible says, “By grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man 
should boast.” Ephesians 2:8,9 — Jesus said, 
“No man cometh unto the Father but by me.” 
John 14:6 and, “No man can come unto me, 
except the Father which hath sent me draw 
him.” John 6:44. From these passages it ap- 
pears that even the faith with which we receive 
God’s Salvation is itself a gift of God. 


Program Leader: 

There is no sense in which we “win” Salva- 
tion through our own efforts. Christ has won 
it for us through His obedience, death and vic- 
torious Resurrection. Let us be careful lest in 
our speaking and thinking we take credit for 
what God has done in Christ. 


HELP US GET NEW SUBSCRIBERS 


Any Book listed on page 20 will be sent you 
free and postpaid as an award for one New 
Subscription sent us before September Ist. Earn 
as many books as you will send in new 
subscriptions. 
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Omen §s 


U. S. Churches Rush Relief to 
Greek Quake Victims 


Emergency relief for many hundreds injured and 
left homeless and destitute by the earthquake and 
giant tidal wave which swept the Greek Islands in 
the Aegean Sea on July 9 has been sent by the 
American churches in the amount of 122,400 pounds 
of food and supplies valued at $65,000. 


The supplies sent immediately upon news of the 
disaster included U. S. surplus cheese and other 
dairy products, sugar, cocoa, cottonseed oil and 
soap, and a carload of corn oil collected by CWS- 
CROP. | 


Also immediateiy dispatched by Church World 
Service, acting for the major Protestant and Ortho- 
dox denominations, were 240 bales of clothing and 
159 bags of shoes from stocks in its Athens ware- 
house. 


At the request of CWS representatives in Athens, 
who rushed to the scene the day of the disaster, 
expenditures of $2,000 were authorized for pur- 
chase of additional relief supplies, including canned 
milk for babies, canned meat which could be eaten 
without cooking and 500 blankets. 


“The emergency shipments were made possible 
by the Share Our Surplus program of the churches,”’ 
stated Paui B. Freeland, Secretary of Overseas Re- 
lief and {nter-Church Aid, “in addition to funds 
provided by the Presbyterian Church, U.S. through 
the Easter Offering, and other denominational re- 
lief programs.”’ 


Thus Speaketh Christ Our Lord 


Ye call me Master and obey me not, 
Ye call me Light and see me not, 

Ye call me Way and walk me not, 

Ye call me Life and Desire me not, 
Ye call me wise and follow me not, 
Ye call me Fair and love me not, 

Ye call me rich and ask me not, 

Ye call me eternal and seek me not, 
Ye call me gracious and trust me not, 
Ye call me noble and serve me not, 
Ye call me mighty and honor me not, 
Ye call me just and fear me not; 

If I condemn you, blame me not. 


—Author Unknown) 


(Engraved on an old slab in the Cathedral of 
Lubeck, Germany.) 


“T hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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Some Reasons Why 
I Must Be About My Father’s Business 


Because I committed myself to doing His 
business when I accepted Christ as Saviour and 
Lord 

I delight to do thy will, O my God. 


Because Christ gave His life that all men 
might be saved 
The love of Christ constraineth me. — 


Because it is imperative that man know and 
accept Christ as Saviour, if he is to be saved 
Neither is there salvation in any other. 


Because I have an appointed task to do in 
the Kingdom which no other can do for me 
I have chosen you that ye should 
go and bring forth fruit. 


Because there is an unprecedented hungering 
for God’s Word, and Christ has said to me - 
Give ye them to eat. 


Because the very urgency of the times de- 
mands that I be at my Father’s business. I am 
sure of having only today 

Ye know not what hour your Lord doth 
come. 


Because of my responsibility to my home, 
and of my desire for the best for all who are 
in my home 

As for me and my house, we will serve the 


Lord. 


_ Because I must set a Christian example to 
those who will follow, so that I may say — 


Be ye imitators of me, even as I am of Christ. 


Because Christ commanded it | 
Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. 


Because doing His will strengthens my faith 
and gives me courage to stand fast in His love 
They go from strength to strength. 


Because our world, our nation, and our 
Church are crying out “Advance!” 
Speak unto the children of Israel that they 
go forward. 


Because I must meet crisis with advance, 


answering His call — 
Follow me. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 


Educational excellence. Moderate charges. 
Endowed. Christian emphasis. A. A. and 
A. S. degrees. Graduates transfer to best 
colleges as juniors. Professor each ten stu-- 
dents. Personal attention. Scientific tests and 
guidance. Athletics. Liberal arts. Business. 
Preparatory grades 11 and 12. Member So. 
Assn. Colleges and Secondary Schools. Summer School. 
Louis C. LaMotte, President 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. Cc. 
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Montreat—FElection of Mrs. Vernon L. Dyer of 
Petersburg, W. Va., as chairman of the Women’s 
Advigory Council of the Assembly’s Women of the 
Church, was announced here during the annual 
Women’s. Training School. 


Mrs. Dyer, who is president of the Virginia 
Synodical, was elected by the WAC during its 
week-long session which preceded the training 
school, but new officers were not annoemees until 
the school was well under way. 


Serving with Mrs. Dyer as vice-chairman is the 
president of the Women of Florida, Mrs. Francis 
M. Womack of Jacksonville, and as secretary, the 
president of the Women of Missouri, Mrs. Leonard 
L. Dillon of Independence. 


More than 1,110 paid registrations for the school 
made it one of the largest in recent years. 


Other outstanding events of the annual training 
school, in addition to the announcement of the 1956 
$175,000 Birthday Offering, was the announce- 
~ ment of the Birthday Offering Objective for 1957. 


A dual foreign-mission objective was chosen by the 


Women’s Advisory Council, and announced by a 
combined verbal and art presentation as Student 
Work in Mexico and Medical Work in Korea. 


Miss Sara Dixon, missionary to Toluca, Mexico, 
presented the needs for support for the Student 
Work in Mexico, and the Rev. Bruce Cumming, 
missionary to Kwangju, Korea presented the Med- 
ical Work needs in that country. Miss Claire 


Randall, of the Educational Department of the . 
Board of World Missions drew background art to. 


illustrate the presentations, as the missionaries 
talked. 


A train derailment caused one unexpected alter- 


ation in the program. Dr. Louis Evans, minister-~ 


at-large for the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., was 
the Bible teacher for the school, but derailment of 
a freight train blocked the line o hich he was 
traveling to Montreat, and caused him to miss the 
Opening Bible hour. The Rev. William B. Oglesby, 
of Union Seminary, Richmond, substituted for Dr. 
Evans. His Bible study on the temptations of Jesus 
was delivered when it became evident after the 
Bible hour began that Dr. Evans could not reach 
Montreat in time. Dr. Evans’ series dealt with 
studies of women in the New Testament. 


The 1956 Women’s Training School was the first 
for the new executive secretary of the Board of 
Women’s Work, Mrs. L. M. McCutchen. She was 
presented to the more than 1500 attending .the 
opening session, but did not address the school 
until the second night, when she spoke on ‘The 
Forward Look’’. 


The forward look for the Christian, Mrs. Mc- 
Cutchen said, “is not a matter of style but of the 
attitude of the spirit.”’ It consists of several factors 
that express themselves in the way that the Chris- 
tian lives, she explained. 


“One of the factors in the forward look is faith,” 
Mrs. McCutchen stated. Another is the “look and 
habit of discipleship’ wherein the Christian puts 
his mind and spirit to work for his Lord. “This 
includes assuming the responsibilities that disciple- 
ship entails,’’ the executive declared. 


“And the forward look includes the growth in 
love as one of its aspects.’’ This love must find 
expression in all phases of ‘social and business con- 
tacts as well as in the environs of the Church. With 
faith, discipleship and love, the Christian can look 
into the future with confidence, but “‘only in the 
Lord and Savior Jesus can we find the reality of 
the Forward Look.” 
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Church News 


ALABAMA 


Gadsden—A master plan for the development of 
the conference grounds for North Alabama Presby- 


tery, Presbyterian Church, U.S. will be made. The 


site, on Guntersville Lake, was purchased earlier 
this year by the Men-of-the-Presbytery and pre- 
sented to the Presbytery. 


W. Glenn Wallace of Minneapolis, Minn., a 
nationally known camp site architect has been 
retained by the conference grounds development 
committee to prepare the master plan. Mr. Wal- 
lace devotes his time to camp-site development and 
has rendered this type of service to church groups 
of all denominations as well as to the various 
character building agencies throughout the nation. 


Mr. Wallace has already made a preliminary 
study of the site and met with the development 
committee to discuss general plans. After his first 
visit to the property he was high in his praise of 
the site for camp and conference purposes. 


The Presbytery Men’s Council adopted the proj- 
ect of purchasing and developing the conference 


site for the Presbytery in January, 1955. Funds 


for the purchase of the site were raised by a com- . 
mittee headed by Judge J. S. Stone, Guntersville. 


A committee to study ways and means of fi- 
nancing the development is composed of W. B. 
Whitfield, Huntsville, chairman; O. L. Majure, 
Guntersville; Philip Shank, Decatur; and Forrest 
W. Crowe, Albertville. 


Pea River—tThis old church in East Alabama 
Presbytery has had a series of revival services, be- 
ginning the fourth Sunday in July. The preacher 
this year was Rev. John H. Knight, pastor of the 
Smyrna Presbyterian Church, Smyrna, Georgia. 
The preaching and the fellowship were of a very 
high order, and the life of the church has been 
greatly enriched. There were three additions on 


confession of faith. 
A. R. Cates, Pastor 


Clio—The three churches of our town, Method- 
ist, Baptist, and Presbyterian, have joined in union 
revival services for the past twenty-five years. 
This was Presbyterian year, and our preacher was 
Rev. David E. Boozer, pastor of the Parkview Pres- 
byterian Church, Marietta, Georgia. Mr. Boozer’s 
message was well received, and the churches were 
strengthened in their faith through his efforts. 


A. R. Cates, Pastor 


GEORGIA 


Austell—At an impressive ceremony Sunday, 
July 22, ground was broken for the new Sunday 
School Building at the Austell Presbyterian Church 
in Austell, Ga. 


Mr. Ernest Perkerson, senior member of the con- 
gregation, and his grandson, Van Treadaway, 
youngest member of the congregation, turned over 
the first soil for the new structure. 


Representatives from each organization of the 
church took part in the service: Mr. H. A. Shack- 


lett, Sunday Schol superintendent; Mr. Leland 


Withers, chairman of the Board of Deacons; Mr. 
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Harold Morris, Men’s Club president; Mr. W. L. 
Little, geaeral chairman of the building program; 
Mrs. Henry Sanders, Women of the Church presi- 
dent; and Miss Polly Joyner, Youth Fellowship 
president. 


The cezemonies were led by Elder L. P. Will- 
iams, who is chairman of the construction com- 
mittee. Mr. Robert Heal, elder from the Druid 
Hill church in Atlanta, and chairman of the Church 
Extension Committee of the Atlanta Presbytery., 
was the guest speaker. 


The new building will be erected at a cost of 
$30,000 and will be approximately 3100 sq. feet in 
size. It is designed by Mr. George Yates, archi- 
tect of Atlanta, to match the existing 60 year 
old sanctuary. The building will house all of the 
classrooms for the children and youth of the 
church, as well as a nursery, pastor’s study, and 
a Sunday School office. Adjoining the building 
will be a well equipped, fenced in play yard. 


The Rev. Forest Taylor, Jr., came to the Austell 
church four years ago and has seen the interest of 
its people revived in the church’s work and a 
119% increase jn the church membership. 


Rev. John Thomas Newton, Jr., pastor of the 
Smyrna Presbyterian Church near Conyers, Ga., 
led his first evangelistic meeting in mid-July at 
the Loyd Presbyterian Church. His father was 
born and reared within a mile of the church and 
two of his uncles are still here. 


Mr. Newton is a clear thinker—a good preacher 
—with a good witness. He is also a good pianist 
while his wife is a consecrated vocalist. The com- 
bination makes an effective team. We believe the 
hand of God is on this youthful couple and that 
the Church will find many uses for their gifts. 


LOUISIANA 


New Orleans—New officers of the Presbyterian 
Laymen of Louisiana for 1956-57 have been an- 
nounced. 


Hal Baird, of New Orleans, was elected Presi- 
dent. He will serve with Reed Gardner, Baton 
Rouge, vice-president; and Theodore H. Shepherd, 
New Orleans, secretary. Neal Jeffery, also of New 
Orleans, was elected vice-president of Sunday 
School superintendents. 


Metaire- Presbyterian Church has recently signed 
a construction contract for the new sanctuary to 
adjoin the educational building erected in 1951. 


Construction is expected to begin as soon as the 
present building, known as the Metaire Ridge 
Presbyterian Church, is demolished. Pastor of the 
church is the Rev. John W. Bracy. The building 
committee consists of Warren H. Schoner, chair- 
man; M. V. Higbee, vice-chairman; and Dr. S. S. 
Lewis, C. C. Schaller, John Kennedy and W. B. 

ourse. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Seneca—The Rev. Charles Robert Tapp, pastor 
of the Seneca Church has been called by the Board 
of Trustees of the Presbyterian Home for the 
Aged of the South Carolina Synod to become Su- 
perintendent of the Home. Mr. Tapp will assume 
his duties on November Ist. 


Contract for the building of the Home has been 
awarded and construction will begin immediately. 
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Mr. Alfred Scarborough of Sumter is Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees and Dr. W. M. Frampton 
of Central Church, Anderson, S. C., is President 
and Vice-President. 


Mr. Tapp is married to the former Miss Mary 
Louise Evans of Chattanooga, Tenn., and they have 
three children. 


Union—This church has gone forward in real 
spiritual blessing under the capable leadership of 
the pastor, The Rev. Robert G. Balnicky. Blessing 
has come through an increased interest and attend- 
ance at the mid-week prayer service, with an aver- 
age attendance of 78, the — at any one 
service being eighty-six. 


Another special blessing, as a result of a Bible 
teaching ministry, is that 85% of our people bring 
their Bibles to both the morning and evening serv- 
ices as well as for the special Bible Study on 
Wednesday evening. 


For a number of years now a special ‘‘World 
Mission” offering has been received through the 
Sunday School and now this project has grown 
until we have taken on a partial support of a 
missionary family, The Rev. and Mrs. John N. 
Somerville, Korea. e 


Beginning March 24th of this year the church 


began supporting a Saturday morning radio broad- 
cast “Chime and Bible Time” over the local radio. 


station. The pastor is satires a series of studies 
in [ Corinthians. 


The youth work in this church is one of the high 
lights of her ministry. The Senior High Fellowship 
conducts the Evening Worship each 5th Sunday. 
This service, under the supervision of the Director 
of Christian Education, is handled completely by 
the youth; one young man doing the preaching, 
others praying, presiding, singing, preparing their 
own bulletins and ushering. We also have an active 
Junior and Pioneer Fellowship group. We begin 
work with our youth when they are quite young. 
For the past two years the church has sponsored 
a Week Day Kindergarten, under the direction of 
Mrs. William M. Gettys. This fall the enrollment 
of this school is expected to double and Mrs. Robert 
G. Balnicky will be assisting Mrs. Gettys. 


This fall, November 4 through 11, Evangelist 
C. W. Solomon, Montreat, North Carolina will be 
with us for a series of services. Then in April, 
1957 The Rev. John L. Fain, Jr., Pastor of The 
First Presbyterian Church, Kannapolis, North Caro- 
lina will conduct evangelistic services. 


VIRGINIA 


Norfolk Presbytery met in the First Presbyterian 
Church, Portsmouth, Virginia, yesterday with 48 
ministers and 38 ruling elders present. Rev. Joel 
B. Whitten was elected Moderator. 


Rev. Charles H. Gibboney, D.D., was dismissed 
to the Presbytery of Augusta-Macon and Rev. 
Robert J. Wilkins to the Presbytery of Wilmington. 


Rev. M. Bland Dudley from Mecklenburg Pres- 
bytery has been installed in the Holmes Church, 
Bayview, Va. Rev. Irving R. Stubbs from the 
Congregational-Christian Association is assistant 
pastor of the Royster Memorial Church serving the 
Lansdale Chapel. Reports from various Commis- 
sions reported the ordination of the following 
Licentiates: Robert Horace Fernandez, pastor of 
the Jamestown Church, Williamsburg, Va.; James 
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Jefferson Monroe, pastor of the Bethany Church, 
Zuni, Va.. James Henry Allen, assistant pastor of 
the Lafayette Church, Norfolk, Va.; John Robert 
Hewett, assistant pastor of the First Church, Nor- 
folk, Va.; Ross Broadnax Kirven, assistant pastor 
of the First Church, Newport News, Va., and Rich- 
ard Sydney Ruggles, assistant pastor of the Royster 


Memorial Church, Norfolk, Va. 


Four entdithtes were received and taken under 
care of presbytery from the Knox Church of Nor- 
folk, Va.: J. Davis Whitesides, James H. McGill, 
Richard Park and Philip N. Libby, the largest 1 num- 
ber from one church at one time. 


At the April session the presbytery decided 
to establish the office of Executive Secretary and 
at this mceting Rev. Donald E. Neel, pastor of the 
Norview Church, was by unanimous vote called for 
a period of three years. 


The Stewardship Committee reported that $377,- 
271 had been contributed to all benevolence causes 
during the year 1955 and recommended a budget 
of $331,168.00 for the calendar year 1957, which 
was adopted. 


The presbytery will meet in adjourned session 
in the Ocean View Church on September 6th and 
in regular stated session, October 16 in the Naomi 
Makemie Church at Onancock, Va., and in com- 
memoration of the 200th anniversary of the 
organization of the first Presbytery in this country 
under the leadership of Rev. Francis Makemie, for 
whose wife Naomi this church was named. 

W. W. Grover, Stated Clerk 


Salem—On July 24, 1956, Montgomery Presby- 
tery met in the beautiful new church at Pearisburg. 
There were present 38 Ministers and 40 Ruling 
Elders. Rev. W. W. Williamson was elected Mod- 
erator and Ruling Elder Arthur B. Richardson was 
nominated to be our next Moderator. 


Presbytery appointed a commission to organize 
the “Green Ridge’? Church in the ‘“Starmount’’ 
section of Roanoke. | 


Rev. B. F. Sperow was honorably retired from 
the Ministry, having reached the retirement age. 


Mr. John Charles Kepley of the Second Presby- 


terian Church of Roanoke was received under the 


care of the Presbytery as a Candidate for the Gos- 
pel Ministry. 


The next Stated Meeting of Montgomery Pres- 
bytery is to be held in the Blue Ridge Presbyterian 
Church of Avartal, Va., on October 30, 1956. 

EL W. Smith, Stated Clerk 


Appomattox—The Presbytery of West Hanover 
met in stated session in the Amherst Church, July 
24, 1956, present 12 ministers and 27 ruling elders, 
with 15 visitors, including student pastors in Old 
Providence Rural Parish, Deacon L. N. Warren 
(President Men of the Presbytery), and Rev. W. C. 
Jamison, Executive Secretary of Lexington Presby- 
tery. 


At the request of the Moderator, F. R. Crawford, 


_M.D., the sermon was preached by Rev. W. Twyman 


Williams. 


Commissioners to the General Assembly, Ruling 
Elders F. H. Calhoun and J. L. Lancaster, made 
their reports. | 


Candidate Gale D. Lammey was received from 
Memphis Presbytery, and his examination for ordi- 
nation having been approved, the following Com- 
mission was appointed to ordain him, July 29, in 
the First Church, Charlottesville, where he is to 
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be Minister of Education: Revs. D. H. W. Burr, 
Jan W. Owen, J. R. Keever, Jr., with S. S. Day 
as alternate, and Ruling Elders J. L. Lancaster and 
H. R. Richardson. 


Rev. J. W. Orders requested the dissolution of 
his pastoral relationship with the Cumberland 
Group and his dismissal to Kanawha Presbyte 
which was granted. He is to be pastor of the E k 
Hills Church, Charleston, W. Va. 


By recent action of the Synod of Virginia, as- 
signing to West Hanover all of Roanoke Presbytery 
except Henry County, which is to go to Mont- 


-gomery, and taking from Montgomery part of 


Campbell County with the City of Lynchburg which 
is to go to West Hanover, this Presbytery, although 
losing by this re-assignment nearly all of its terri- 
tory north of the James River, will have 81 churches 
and over 12,000 members instead of its present 37 
churches and nearly 5000 members. 


W. Twyman Williams 
Stated Clerk 
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CALVIN AND AUGUSTINE. Benjamin B. 
btegig Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing 
oO. 4.95. 


From 1887 to 1921 Dr. Benjamin Breckinridge 
Warfield served as_ professor of Didactic and 
Polemic Theology in the Theological Seminary of 
Princeton, New Jersey. During this time he pub- 
lished a number of volumes relating especially 
to the Reformed Faith. Dr. Warfield was an 
extraordinarily gifted theologian, and the litera- 
ture from his pen was widely read by top-flight 
theological thinkers. 


In.recent years there has been a growing demand 
for republication of a number of the volumes by 
this distinguished scholar and dynamic theologian. 
In the foreword to this recent volume prepared by 
Dr. J. Marcellus Kik, Associate Editor of Chris- 
tianity Today, he affirms, “Because of this lucid 
and stately style of writing, his penetrating gift of 
analysis, his knowledge of the works of Calvin and 
Augustine, and his firm grasp of Reformed the- 
ology, there was no one better qualified to esti- 
mate and express the unique place of Calvin and 
Augustine in the history of the Christian Church 
than Warfield.” Editor Kik is also correct in 
stating that the Evangelical movement of today 
needs a theology which is true to the Scriptures, 
and in Calvin’s and Augustine’s doctrine of the 
majesty and sovereignty of God, there is found a 
theology that will inspire the Evangelical move- 
ment to greater depth and permanence. 


In Part One Dr. Warfield discusses “John Cal- 
vin: The Man and His Work,” “John Calvin’s 
Doctrine of the Knowledge of God,” ‘‘Calvin’s 
Doctrine of God,” “‘Calvin’s Doctrine of the Trin- 
ity,” and “Calvinism.”’ 


Recognizing that Calvinism is an ambiguous 
term in many places, Dr. Warfield conceives of 
it as the entire body of conceptions, theological, 
ethical, philosophical, social, political, which under 
the influence of the master-mind, John Calvin, 
raised itself to dominance in the Protestant lands | 
of the post-Reformation age. The fundamental 
principle of Calvinism according to Dr. Warfield 
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lies in a profound apprehension of God and His 
majesty with the inevitably accompanying poig- 
nant realization of the exact nature of the rela- 
tion sustained to Him by the creature as such, 
and particularly by the sinful creature. The author 
insists that above everything else God in His Son 
Jesus Christ acting through the Holy Spirit who He 
has sent shall be recognized as our veritable 
Saviour. This is the root of Calvinistic soteriology 
and Calvinistic soteriology is the heart of Calvin- 
ism. 


In a stimulating address on “John Calvin the 
Theologian,” Dr. Warfield conveys some idea of 
what manner of theologian John Calvin was. He 
depicts Calvin as preeminently the Biblical the- 
ologian of his age. It is acknowledged that Calvin 
was a speculative genius of the first order, and in 
the, cogency of his logical analysis he possessed 
a weapon which made him terrible to his adver- 
saries. But it was not on these gifts that he de- 
pended in forming and developing his theological 
ideas. Warfield writes: “His theological method 
was persistently, rigorously, some may even say 
exaggeratingly a posteriori. All a priori reason- 
ing here he not only eschewed but vigorously re- 
pelled. His instrument of research was not logical 
amplification, but exegetical investigation. In one 
word he was distinctly a Biblical theologian, or 
let us say frankly by way of eminence the Biblical 
theologian of his age. Whither the Bible took him 
thither he went: where Scriptural declarations 
failed him, thither he stopped short.’’ 


It might be surprising to some—who have not 
read Calvin first-hand to learn that Warfield de- 
scribes Calvin as preeminently the theologian of 
the Holy Spirit. He remarks, “It is probable, how- 
ever, that Calvin’s greatest contribution to the 
theological science lies in the rich development 


which he gives — and which he was the first to 
give — to the doctrine of the work of the Holy 
Spirit. . . . In the same sense in which we 


may say that the doctrine of sin and grace dates 
from Augustine, the doctrine of satisfaction from 
Anselm, thé doctrine of justification by faith from 
Luther, we must say that the doctrine of the work 
of the Holy Spirit is a gift from Calvin to the 
Church. It was he who first related the whole 
experience of salvation specifically to the working 
of the Holy Spirit, worked it out into its details, 
and contemplated its several steps and stages in 
orderly progress as the product of the Holy Spirit’s 
specific work in applying it to the soul. Thus he 
gave systematic and adequate expression to the 
whole doctrine of the Holy Spirit and made it the 
assured possession of the Church of God.” 


The second portion of this volume is a study 
of Augustine and his writings. Dr. Warfield seems 
to agree with the appraisal that Augustine was 
incomparably the greatest man whom between 
Paul the Apostle and Luther the Reformer the 
Christian church has possessed. 


It is pointed out that it was through Augustine’s 
voluminous writings by which his wider influence 
was exerted that he entered both the Church and 
the world as a revolutionary force and not merely 
created an epoch in the history of the church but 
has determined the course of its history in the 
West up to the present day. | 


Although Augustine was an author before he 
became a Christian, the author reminds us that 
his amazing literary productivity began with his 
conversion. Dr. Warfield states that the writings 
of Augustine entered the Church as a _ leaven 
which has ever since wrought powerfully towards 
leavening the whole mass. 
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Certainly to no other doctor of the Church has 
anything like the same authority been accorded. 
Thus Warfield writes, “In point of fact the whole 
development of Western life in all its phases was 
powerfully affected by his teaching.” 


The author continues, ‘“‘Thus, his unique ascend- 
ancy in the direction of the thought and life of 
the West, is due in part to the particular period 
in history in which his work was done; in part 
to the richness and depth of his mind and the 
force of his individuality; and in part to the special 


circumstances of his conversion to Christianity. He 
stood on the watershed of two worlds—the old 


world was passing away; the new world was enter- 
ing upon its heritage; and it fell to him to mediate 
ce transference of the culture of the one to the 
other.”’ 


As a thinker Augustine is highly esteemed by 
Warfield. He writes, ‘‘Augustine brought with 


him into Catholic Christianity not only a sufficient 
equipment of philosophical knowledge, but a pow- 
erful and trained intelligence and an intellectual 


instinct which had to find scope. It was in the 


role of Christian philosopher, seeking to give form 
and substance to fundamental verities from the 
Christian standpoint, that he first came forward 
in the service of faith; and though later the re- 
ligious teacher and defender of the faith seemed 
likely to swallow up the philosophical inquirer that 
he never really did so, but his rich and active mind 
kept continually at work sounding all the depths. 
Thus, not only was there imparted to all his teach- 
ing an unwonted vitality, originality, and pro- 
fundity, but the activities set in motion were not 
confined to the narrow circle of theological science 
but extended directly or indirectly to all forms of 
human life. 


“In every department of philosophical inquiry 
he became normative for the succeeding centuries; 
and until the rise of Aristotelianism in the Twelfth 
Century and its establishment in influence by the 
advocacy of such teachers as Albertus Magnus and 
Thomas Aquinas, Augustinianism reigns supreme.” 
But it was in the spheres of psychology and meta- 
physics that the dominion of Augustine was most 
complete, says Warfield. “He aspired to know 
nothing, he tells us, but God and the soul; but 
these he strove with all his might to know alto- 


gether.”’ 


It is of interest to note that Dr. Warfield be- 
lieves that it was Augustine who gave us the Prot- 
estant Reformation. He writes, “For the Reforma- 
tion inwardly considered was just the ultimate 
trtumph of Augustine’s doctrine of grace over 
Augustine’s doctrine of the Church. 


This doctrine of grace came from Augustine’s 
hands in this positive outline completely formu- 
lated: sinful man depends for his recovery to 
good and to God entirely on the free grace of 
God; this grace is, therefore, indispensable, pre- 
venient, irresistible, indefectible; and being thus, 
the free grace of God must have lain, in all the 
details of his conference and working, in the in- 
tention of God from all eternity.” 


In our judgment this volume gives us the best 
summary of Calvinism and Augustinianism in ex- 
istence. It is truly a magnificent work by a mag- 
nificent writer. The type is large, clear, and read- 
able. Any Christian who desires to become better 
informed concerning the finest intellectual pres- 
entation of Christianity will find this volume re- 


warding reading. J.R.R. 
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DEVOTIONS FOR JUNIORS. Aver ) Leach 
James. Zondervan. $2.00. 


- Here is a delightful book for Junior boys and 
girls by a well-known author. Each devotion con- 
sists of a brief, clear comment on one thought 
from the Word of God. Written in simple lan- 
guage, each devotion is designed to help young 
hearts grow in grace and knowledge of Christ. 
The author seeks not only to teach but to inspire 
the hearts of young people and lead them to know 
and accept Christ as Saviour. Nearly 150 devo- 
tions are presented. These appealing devotions 
will help young hearts to remember and love the 
Word of God. 


LIVING TOGETHER IN CHRISTIAN HOMES. 
Frederick W. Widmer. John Knox Press. $.75. 


This is a teaching guide written to help in- 
structors lead a study group on the Christian 
home. It deals with how families may improve 


their Christian living. The author believes that 


it is possible for individual members of the family 
to be professing Christians and members of the 
church and yet in the home lack the Christian 
qualities of life. This work will help to influence 
the development of Christian character within the 
home. 


HEAVEN AND HELL. John Sutherland Bon- 


nell. Abingdon Press. $1.00. 


Since thoughtful people are asking many ques- 


tions about the future life, Dr. Bonnell prepared | 


these messages to provide satisfactory answers. 
He discusses five aspects of the future life. The 
first is “Is Death a Blind Alley or an Open Road?” 


Number two has to do with “The Modern Christian 


Concept of Hell.” “Is Recognition Possible After 
Death?” is the subject of the fourth message. The 
final one features ‘“‘The Resurrection of Christ.” 


Dr. Bonnell affirms that rarely is a sermon 
preached these days on the subject of hell. He 
finds that in the past records of the Fifth Avenue 
Presbyterian Church of New York no sermon has 
been preached on this theme within forty years. 
He says that Henry Howard, John Kelman, and 
John Henry Jowett all ignored it, and in nineteen 
years ministry he himself never preached a sermon 
specifically on this subject. This is a terrible in- 


dictment of the Fifth Avenue pulpit. May God 


have mercy upon the souls of preachers who are 
commissioned to represent Christ, to preach what 
He preached, and yet ignore the subject of hell. 
We have suspected for some time that this tragic 
failure is more or less typical of modern metro- 
politan pulpits. Here on page thirty-one of this 


volume it is recorded in black and white that it © 


is an actual fact. 


No reasonable excuse or valid defense can be 
made for this criminal negligence. Dr. Bonnell 
writes, ‘‘Ministers who have ventured to speak on 
this theme have often times received not thanks 
but denunciation. Consequently, they have con- 
cluded that the wisest course is to avoid the subject 
altogether.” 


‘One wno is ordained to preach the whole Gospel 
of Christ should not preach a message because 
he will receive thanks or refuse to preach it be- 
cause of denunciation. He should preach it be- 
cause it is true, because it is Biblical, because it 
is a part of God’s revelation. 


In the chapter where Dr. Bonnell discusses hell 
he presents the various views entertained on the 
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subject in_ church history. He fails to clearly af- 
firm the Biblical view as being his view and for 
the most part is exceedingly vague and hazy. 


There is a great need for a new book on Heaven 
and Hell, but unfortunately Dr. Bonnell has not 
filled this need. He has left much to be desired. 
The trumpet he blows has an uncertain sound. 
We are thankful, however, that he has brought 


_ these great themes into the open because they are 


not on the periphery of Christianity but at the 
very heart of the four Gospels. Dr. Herrick John- 
son in his monumental book called “The Ideal 
Ministry” declared that there are two everlasting 
sanctions of Gospel preaching—everlasting life and 
everlasting death. | 


It is a colossal mistake to create the impression 
that hell is the invention of Jonathan Edwards 
or Cotton Mather. Many preachers would be sur- 
prised if they should go through a Gospel harmony 
and note the passages dealing with the blessedness 
and the misery in the future life. They will find 
as one eminent New Testament scholar expressed 
it, “It is not an element which can be removed by 
any critical process, but suffuses the whole of 
Jesus’ teaching and Jesus’ life.’’ J.R. 


LIFE AND LOVE—A Christian View of Sex. 
Clyde M. Narramore. Zondervan. $2.50. 


The author discusses such questions as, ‘‘How 
can I rate on a date?” ‘‘What is important in 
marriage?”’ “How does my body develop?” “What 
can be done about special sex problems?” “Is 
marriage in God’s plan for man?” The answers 
are sane, satisfying, and Scriptural. The author 
is an outstanding authority in the field of Chris- 
tian education and psychology. He gives whole- 
some information that will be very helpful for 
young people and counselors of young people. 


YOUR VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL. Arlene 
S. Hall. Warner Press. $.75. 


The author discusses the purpose of the Vacation 
Church School, its values and goals, and how to 
improve this phase of* Christian education in the 
local church. An interesting chapter is devoted 
to how to evaluate the school and conserve the 
values. 


OUR LIFE STORY 


By Rev. and Mrs. Joel T. Wade 
692 Pages plus 90 Photos. Price $4.95 
Good gift selection. May be ordered directly 
or from the authors. 


502 South Seminole Drive Chattanooga, Tenn. 
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